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square with these facts is a point which each must decide for
himself.68 They cannot be slurred over or explained away, but
must be faced.

What, however, is probably the truest view of this question
was long ago pointed out by a Protestant historian, "the fair-
minded Ranke," who stated that the responsibility for this
massacre had been unfairly placed by the French people on
the shoulders of Catherine de' Medici, whereas it was they
themselves who must bear it, for that this massacre was
caused entirely by their own state of wild fanaticism and the
frenzied hatred by which at the moment both of the religious
factions who faced each other in Paris were possessed.09

The two parties into which Frenchmen were divided, furi-
ously embittered against each other by many cruel deeds dur-
ing ten years of conflict, and brought into close juxtaposition
in a single city, were seething with animosity, and from the
moment that Guise's retainer fired upon Coligny were bent
upon massacring each other; it was only a question of hours
which should be the assailant, while the knowledge of what
their opponents were planning drove each forward. The Prot-
estant party who had marched into Paris in confident strength,
had already once before planned to massacre the Roman
Catholics in Paris,70 and it was to a large extent fear of
what their opponents might do which caused the rapid resolve
of the Roman Catholics to be the first in the field. "The
night, the unexpected situation, the thought of having in the
Louvre itself thirty or forty of the most redoubtable Prot-
estants, a PardaiUon, a De Piles, the first swordsmen of
France," 71 all combined to make Guise and his party rush
to massacre their opponents before the latter should do the
same to them, and to force the Queen Mother and the King
to stand aside while they worked their will upon their foes
Catherine between the two antagonists had only one object,
that which she had always had, to preserve the throne from
being overwhelmed in the storm. But she was placed in a
more difficult position than hitherto, owing to the close